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Malach.3. 16, x7. W 

Then they that feared the Lord fpakg often ong to- adi 

mother, and the Lord bearkened, and wr us 

and 4 Book of remembrance was written befwt 

him for them that feared the Lord, and that” 
thought upon his Name : And they all win 

f pox arg che Lord of hoſts, us that day way 1 | 


| 


, £ up my Jewels, &c. "oY 


42 TT Prophecy of Malachi ao js 


tiled, A boty Dialogue ; WL [20 
are brought in to ſpeak their'mind: 
_  Fuff, you have here che peaks f 
| Secondly, the Meſſuas ; J$$:Y 23: * 
| Thirdly, Wicked and Pro wen, 15 gy * 
\ .,Fourthly, the” P1046 and oy perſons ; 2: 42791 YOu : 
And, laſtly, God biaſelf. $2 1 22621 
The Prephber, he {, nels.” '- 
Chrify he ſpeaks threatwingly ;\ >; 
The Prophant, they ſpeak b/afphemingly 5 | 
oe” 64's People, they, [peak frequently > Avid. A 
* eb bg eee needy 2 


oo Bd 


FN. df 


*.2. For the firſt: The Prophet, he ſpeaks than<” | | 
Ik rngly - he lets fly thunderbolrs of wrath botki”. 
224ip(t the Prieſts, and againſt the People of rhat 
Age: Their fips were very many, and yery great 
fhorh, as their Sacriledge, their mxtares.in the 
Worſhip of God, thei marrying to the daughters 
ſof-a range god; end many ſuch things, as may 
[be reid in the firſt and ſecond chapters, But 
that that did aggravate their fin, was, that this 
was done preſently after their deliverance out of 
aſeventy yezrs captivity. And this is that which 
Is very much difpleifing unto God, that he ſhould 
loſe all his /aboay and love in affiifting of a pec- 
pe, and that afrer reſtoring of them to their for- 
"mer-priviledges, they ſhould make ſuch evil 
[xeturns unto the Lord God, 

©- 2. The Meſſias, he ſpeaks, and be ſpeaks very 
#breawtemnigly: The Fews they bad a flattering 


4 


=cbiceit/that when Chriſt came, there ſhould be 


nothin? but honey; and oy, and fatneſs z. e, all 


"manner cf pleaſure ; they had a fooliſh falſe con- 


\ceir, that Chriſt ſhould come as another Alexan- 
"der, in great'glory and pomp, conquering all be- 


[ataphomeaſ, ax you ivy foe inchix 2 tft . ver! 
- | and inchap.3: £3: Theſe #5pers they ſpic th 
"| venom in the very face of Aluhtcs God; 
it | have we wearied bins ? | when ye ſay, Every one'thi 
at | doth evil, ts good in the Jght of the Lord,: and. 
1e | delighteth in —_—_ or, where # the God of Fudge» 
rs | went # ( Ob,my Brethren, that ever thejaſt and* 
y | righteous God ſhould be ſo much ſcandal'd. and” 
ut blaſphemed, that be ſhould delight in fianers 1) 
is |' And then he gocs on, .— And,.your words have. 
of | bren flout againit me, — Ye bave ſaid, It is i tit 
h | to ferve God, and whe profit 15:46 that ws baveke; 
Id | bu Ordinance, and walked mournfuly before thi 
2. || Lord of boſts } We comn the proud happy y*yed theft 
1- | that work wickedneſ are ſermpy/ axd ehepeeha th | 
| God are delivered, '' And then, © ; 
4. You have the People of. God, they freak 
ry | and tbey-ſpeak f wa T hen they that feared. 
ng | the Lord, ſpakg often one to another, What itway 
be | that was ſybe by them one to another 2_1Jr is" 
111 | rhovght they ſpake contrary to wharthe wicked 
D- did ;- .they: dieſes God, when others blefphemed? 
"= him; and ſpake for him, when they ſpake agen 
e- | him./\ And then, 
at 5- God, he ſpeaks; and he ſpeaks cnſls þ 
nd | tothemz' — They ſhall be mint, faith the Lord's} 
t's | hoſts, i theday that I make 'up my Jewelsy x 
ee | will ſpare. them, as a man ſpareth be 6bildren 4 
are near and dear unto him. < 


Thus bave I (as briefly 281 coold) brough It 
55 of 97s | | 


/ : | 
4 7? : . G >» 
- * * , a .» . ; 
| | : - by OP. 


C—_— 
v12:unts the Text. And you mey ſee what my | 
{Text at the very firſt view of ut) ſeems to bez 
*(I hall make ſome aſe of it, and (I hope) to 
| ſotne-.purpoſe;) My Text-i8 nothing elſe-but An | 
{ Holy Comventzele, (For, bow could they peck often | _ 
| one to another, if they did not oftem aeet cogether?) 
| and you have the projation and approbation of it ; 
| | 7- The probaties' of it, fiom the praRtice of 
| God's People. And 

{ 2, [The approbat30n, from'the ſpeech of God 
| himſelf. | | 

x, The probation, They don't aſſemble them» 
! ſelves together « as the prophane rabble of the 
"world would make it) for ev: prattices, and for s 
(evil purpoſes, And 

' F*-2, It cannot be ſo bad; nay, it muſt be ſings- 
| farly good for them ſo to meet together, or elſe 
- Irwould'not have that promiſe made of God 
— pmtoit, as you ſee in the words. | 

An the Text, 

x, You:have Chriſtians regarded, And th 


+ - 23 Recorded (for the credit of them) for their 

+ meeting together. th 
R., X. Regarded, The Text ſayes, The Lord at 
Dearkened-ond heard. 'Tis a word that implies a ww 


diligent attention unto any thing ; and (28 one ob- 
"ſerves well-upon the place ) there is the attextion 
ef the car, andthe intention of the; wind, And 


ther, we? | | 

Tis recorded. That whatever they ſpake;'all. 
=: 1 oo” thei | 
WOE, 09; be 
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S Ce 7 Leto? As God beat 


battle, ſo be bas his beok 3 25 be bo 
An Aﬀembly, ro bottle up threes; ſo he'1s/ 
frew | with his Book, to write down all theit 
mances. '' God has but to books, the book af his 
-* | Decumentt, and the book of his Monnwents: now. 
\ of if We learn & live according to the book of+Godg 
| documents, ye ſhall be ſure to be recorded ingand* 
od rewarded according to God's Book of Moi by 
where be hath written Cowen the carriages of! nts 
Saints and People. T4 
But now, for = —_— of 'the Text it falf'e = 
" | you May be pleaſed te obſerve theſe articul 
fox | ? I, The Perſons, who ; : L_ 
2. The A, what ; 


om 2. The Time, when ; 
"ey 4. The Manner, bow : | 
| 5. The Sabjefts, with whow they mere th pf 
meeting $1178 
| - 1 The Perſon, whe. Who? They 216. 
that fear ithe Lord. » (if 'n'e 


_e 2. The At, what they arc about. Some may 
rg | Fhik.ſure fey are abour fore vain fooliſh this 
. | or other.” No, they are talking and diſcourfio | 
of God, and of hely things.. And thenp:01 116 # 
3» Fhe time,whey, When wicked nd Io 
2odly men were e;{feming.God, whers tliey were 
feating; indin the mid FP their jovialtyy/ 
theſe were keeping £TConventicle. / And tt 
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"14. The manner, how, © Some may fay, They | 
mithe quickly weary of thus ſpending rims tos | 
oo NN may ds it 9vce it may be, Noy but | 
y do It oftey. — They fpake often one to ante 
ther.': And then TR 4 
'* 5+» The Subjefts, with whom they did it ; and 
that with thoſe of their own party, ; opinion, and 
perſwaſſon, thoſe that were follow-Fewels with 
themſelves, thoſe whoſe names were written in 
tte Book of Life. ' 
” Thus have I given you the divifos of- the 
Text. The Obſervations are theſe ; 
* x, Obſer. That Jer the Times be never ſo bad, 
and never ſo propbane, yet the Lord has a cer- 
tain number of people that are good at that time. 
Though the Dzvil has moſt, yet God. ever: has 
The beft; he will take the choice unto himſelf : | « 
Then they that feared the Lord, orc, © | 
+212: Obfer, That when wicked men ate (he 
worſt, then God's People are the' beſt; — Then | « 
theythat feared the Lord, they Rood, up, and there | i! 
was # holy courage within them : Jt ws wanter. | of 
wich [the wicked, -and therefore it was fire with 
tbe righteous, they. butnt the hotter, 
£5-3:"Obſer. Thar the fear of God 1s a ſingular 
| Antidote againſt Atheiſm and Apofacy.. — They | 
Shit feared the Lord, then they (00d up. 
#4: Obſer. That hply Conferevce, 't13 a moſt ne- - | » 
"ceflary duty in wnboly times, As here you ſee, -|- ſh 
[the Times the Prophet coyplains of matt —_ fo 
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1 were; Now the People bf God, they met: 


+, bow full of vileneſs' Tod wickedweſs'x | 


one with axother, conferred and diſcemſedoften p3 
with another. | 

Brethren, you ſee here are four very (W 
and ſoveraign DoRt:ines ; they are all ſo fag 
lar, that (1 "confelx ) I can't tell which-of the 
four to chuſe, and. to make' the ſubje& of ms 
diſcourſe. "SA 

Here is that that is matter of comfort,of credii; 
of ſafety, and of duty unto you; As 4 

I. That the times are never ſo bad, but that 
God has ſome that are good in thoſe times, (ſe 
ven thouſand in the Prophet Elzjab's time;though 
he did not know it 3 fo,there may be many nay 
that we do not know of. ) That's matter 
comfort. LI 
, 2, "That the worſe otherg are, the batter vil 
God's People be. Brethrevy this is matten' 
credit and commendation to God's Prat 
they will nor be made the worſe, but are" 
the better by bad times. 

3. Thar the fear-of God 15 2 preſervativg 
the infetion of Athp:;ſms and Apoſtacy : 
matter of ſafety and ſecurity. - We ſee Cel, 
blown up by the roor, but ſo lopg as we bee 
fear of God in us, we ſhall rever be blown 

* 4- Theſe are the molt unholy times (Tam 


| -| ſwvaded) that ever England {aw : Non,Beeren, | 


bor us to meet together,and conſer together,an 
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that, is. requiced of 119, . And this Lcould chuſe. 
very well,to make the-ſubje& of my diſcourſe : 

Burt, as Samwel, when many were brought be. 
fore bra, 1 Sam, 16; The I could think the 
Lord's Anointed, and «»ether, and another ; but 
hewata Devd, a little younger ſon that the Lord 
bad chofe: O ſo ( me-thinks) I could think of 
heſe four DoCtrines ; yet there is a little Do. 
tine, alittle Nawcd yet behind (methinks) that 
T'would defire to ſpend- a little diſcourſe on at 
[this time, and thar 1s, 
| 
| -DoR. That the Fearers of God are, and ought 
'% te be frequenters of Conventicles, 
I choſe this ſubje& upon this double account, 
L |. Becauſe nothing 18 more derided by wicked 
aex- than theſe” are ; -and*truly, nothing more 
' foghted (for the moſt part) by the Godly them 
Efelne:than theſe are, Now to raiſe the bonowr of 
'Convemicles again the contempt of wicked men, 
and the valsr of them againſt the contewvpe of godly 
"ens I thought good to: ſay ſomething of it, to 
declare the excellexcy of it. : 

+21 choſe ir, becauſe that in this Doftrine is 
' contained the extract of all the other Dottrines 
» Bor ; e 
| — 2.1f I can make this good to you; (at I hope 


ay togucder, is but 3- performance of that duty © 


'$ I ſhall) bere you ſhall bs ſuce to meetwith- ſuch. |- 


ee 


| % SI as 


( Fl n 


: | 25 are 


made the better by the prayers and cndertarbartl 


5 bad trves and there: 
with pod. Doftrine. beak be 
2, By frequenting of Conwenticles, you witlb 


God's faithful Minufters, and thoſe thar car wo 
Lord. And this will make the ſecond | 
That the worſe others are, the better they he... 

3- By frequenting of Conventicles, you will at 
tain to the wore fear of the Lord, and ſo #rvaith' 
to wore ſafety; And there you meet with the: 
third Dolby ine. $ F 

4+ By frequenting of Conventicles , you wilt 
perform Duty; And that's the ſumme of the ye 
Dottrine. 

Now, 1n the proſecution of this point, I h 


8 little make bold, "\f 
I. To explain this Donne.. - 1.2 
2, Io confirm 1t. << 


And ſo to make apphcationnf it. © 
For the firſt, For the txplication. Thareke is 0 
— to be explained, «| 6 
- Whar' s meant by a Comventicle} =. 
2. What by the Fearers of God? © 
Firſt, for a Coxventicle : 'tis nothing elſe but i 
weeting together of men and women in-one pls 
That's rhe proper meaning of that word, Convans 
ticle. And then 
You muſt know,. there are two ſorts of Cort 
venticles ; ſuch as are the greater, ag6 ſuch az are? 


| the befer Conventicles ; the-great ones in-thes; 


Church 
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Eburches, and the lefler ones in Chambere, 'of inf 

private Houſes, and no more differehce, but with 

| xeſpe& to the degrees of them 3 and more or-leſs 
| doeg not any way vary the kind. Andif there be 

Loy ſuch that deride private Meetings in Cham- 

| bers as Conventicles, they do throw dirt into the 

| as IIA of God. And 

i gain ; There 1s a twofold Conventicle, a bad, 

"and a good. 

1. Abad: A Convention or meeting toge- 
ther of ungodly men, for wicked ends, gnd to ac< 
cowplich wicked defigns. [And indeed,they are 
only theſe which may properly be called Convexe 


given'unto it; Itis called the Convention of De- 
raders:- tis called the Comncel of Scorners, Pſal; 
x.1I. 'tis called the' Copgregation of- Hypocrites, 
&ce, Jod-15.34. 
. Now, for the matter of their ends, why they 
canvent themſelves, they are ordinarily theſe fix; 
I. They mzet to offer #p worſhip to 1dols, 1 Kins 
ie. 20, & 26, / 
2. They meet to defile themſelves. and. bodies, 
ITim. 1,10, 
| . -3+ They meet to abuſe the creatures ; to run 
i ann exceſs of riot, 1 Per.4.4+ 
i 4- They meet to ſlander, to cenſure, and to 
i ſcardalize the People of God, Pſal.41.5,6,7,8. 
i}. 5. They meer to lay their defign for the rune 
| and-defiraftion,and extir pation of the Churches and 
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ricles, ) This (in'Scripture) hath many names. 
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"Prop of Ged, Prov.30. 14, AR. 22:42, wk 
6. They meet to diſturb the price of the Platt 
be | nnd Nation where they are, Pſal. 140.2, 
n- Theſe are ſuch as (in rberr ſenſe ) they 
he | Conventicles, And I know none more” guil 
than they that frequent Play-houſes Whore-houſes, 
d, Althouſes and Taverns, Where wicked meh cohie' 
to make their Songs againſt the People of Gods: 
e- | And theſe (in Scripture. ſenſe) may more ficly be” 
ics | called Confederacies than Convemticler, For 
Ire | part, I think ſuch places worthy to be puniſhed 
rs | by the Judges, 
es. | Secondly, (Brethren) There is god and &, 
Je- | holy Convenicle ; That is, when God's Peoples 
al; } meet together for holy ends, to perform holy atti= 
er, | ons, And this (my Brethren) i 1s called the Cons 
gregation of the Righteomns, Pſal.1. 5, the Aſſem- | 
bey | bly of the Saints, Pal. 89.5, the meeting rogether” 
ix; | of the npright ones, Pſal. 111. 1, And many ſuck? 
in« | names are given to It in Scripture. 
And the ends that they meet for, they are very: 
7, | wany, and at good as many; (And when I ſpeik of 
this Couventicle, 1 mean nothing bur the Commu- / 
wn | nion of Saints.) 
That God's People meet together in private y 
to | in _ ULMes; ——- 

"Fis not in contempt of the Publick «Afſem=\. 
ies, The Lord (that knows our hearts) knows, 
ww That while we had Publick Aſſemblies, amd th 

+ > me #n Late wane the. timwrs.of GY 


mm 


{4 ) by © 
taſteful things, we did- prize Publick Ordinad- 
ces, and did highly efteem chem; 2nd the Toſs 
of them is our, grief, and the ground: of our | -. 
mournog. "Tis not therefore out- of rtimpe | 25 
Fthat we meet in private z for when we'are to. | 3 
|-gether there,ve do mourn for our lofles,and pray 
or the freedom of Publick Ocdinances again, | ®” 
i Much leſs | 
 (2.) isthe ground of our meeting in private 
| tor lewd prattices, as the wicked are apt to charge | #* 
Le. The Hrathens were wont to charge the Pri- 
muive Chriſtians, That they met 3x the evening, 
and put out their Candles, and then they were guilty | [# 
ho all manner of lewdneſs. They muſe as they uſe; bn 
E-They themſelves are wicked iD private, and'they | ha 
{think others ſo. : But »ow God's People, they | M 
| awoern. for rhe wickedneſs of the wicked ; they 
detel} the lewd pratices of the wicked, and ther. 
fore are far from being guilty themſelves. - Nor, 
- 3- Do God's People convent together to move 
ESedition, -( That's another thing: chat's charged 
| upon them.) No, Religion teacheth us better; 
| #0 prey for Kings, 4rd thoſe in Authority, And 
God, and the Places where we meet, cat) beat 
|. witneſs, that we make it our work to call oa God 
For mercy for our King, and for our Govetnots, 
When the People of God meet together in 
ivate, tis | "HI 
© 24-To confer one With another. This is-plaiw |. 
Shes fm. RR Oo 
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(5) 
| in the Text 3. Then hy that feared the £ rd 


| For mercy for rhe Nations, and mercy for 
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ſpake often one with axorher. bf 

2, Another end why'they meet togethery 
1s to pray With one another, to por ow? thyir ſoul, 
into the boſom of God, to call and cry ro Gait 


own Souls, and mercy for their Friends, and tc 
ſupplicate God's return to them again. > 
3. A thirdend is, to obſerve the Gifts and G 
es one of another. A» 
. To break Bread one with another. 
- To bumble our ſouls exceedingly, form 
ſons _ calamities of the Age and Time wherein 
live; to humble our ſelves for rhoſe fits” x 
have provoked God to deprive us of -Put 
Meetings. Such as fear the Lord, O theyinout 
for the fins of their ature in private Meetin i 
and for the ſing of their lives 3- fot their omn/ſtans 
and commiſſions ; for their ſins of proſperny, oh 
wantonneſs under means and fmercies; tor theft 
of Profeſſors, ( for their formality and luke 
neſs) that have laid Rumbling-Hlocks before xo 
weak; and they mourn fot the enmity and de: 
bauchery of the Wicked now, and for all't 
diſhonours- that are done t6 "God. k,. 
6, Another end of their meeting , is2t6 exb 
one another, 
; 5 To-wars one another, | 
. To edifie one another. The People of 
y fd emdetree "a on: Secs 
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ces, that they may be firengrbened, quickened, 
ad comforted by conference,and by the diſcharge 
Fof their ducies. | 

- 9. The People of God meet thus together, 
Ethat they may meer with Chriſt, that they may 
| have his ſweert preſence, and may be infiruRed 
of him, that they may have Chriſt's Spirit, and 
the graces and comforts of Chriſt. A. 2. 1, 2, 
3» 

x bo. They thus meet to ndv4zce the Name of 
FGed; and of Chriſt, That's rendred as the reaſon 
Loaf their meeting, here in the Text; When they 
were met rogetber, the Text ſayes, they thought 
on bis Name ; every one Was propoſing woat 
trey ſhould do to promote the Honour of God, 
What courſe they ſhould take to advance the In- 
Rereſt of Jeſus Chrift, how to further the Sal- 


wacion of Sonls. 

{+ x1, When you are met together, you muſt be 
[fure to \preiſe the Lord; As you ought to begin 
with prayer, {0 you {hould end with praiſe 3 God 
"muſt never loſe the praiſe that is due untd hig 
Wame.. 
x2. You ought to meet together to excommu-s 
"wicate. wicked. men, to curſe them in the Name 
of God, (3-e.) ſuch as are impenitevt, and no» 


6pls, Thus. much for the explication of 4 
f& thipg, (v14,) 4 Conventicle, what jt in; 
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$0 into the cewmwnion 5f Saint? iti private | . 


_-_ 7 


; bing will ſerve their turns but to reproach Godg,. | 
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” Geocaltly. "The Ew, of God, | Whai's 16 
, by that? ( This is as large to explain as the 
ther:) 

x, You muſt look upon the fear of God wi 
reverence to the Object of Fear, and the Aurhai 
of Fear : The Objett of Fear, ſo God is; th 
Apthor of. Fear; (0 God tnuſt be, Take 4t thu# 
We muſt look unto God as the Objet# of Fe 
and we mult look unto God. (as he 1s the Am 
of F:ar) to make us the Subjetts of Fear. 
theſe two, they end 1n that ſame fear which? 
Called a fear to offend. 

2. There is a ſervile Fear, a [laviſh Fear, a 
a filial Fear, a Religions Fear. Some fear Gi 
becauſe he is a juf God, and an avenger, mare 
| than for his goodneſs : but the orher Is a fili 

fear, whereby a gracious ſoul fears ro.offend G 
becauſe he is good and gracious. 2 * 

3, This Fear is taken to wayes, (1-) for tha 

Worſhip of God ; (2.) for our walking with | 
Our worſhipping God aright, and A, OUT Wd 1 
with God aright. .. 
+ Theſe two Fears are like two great Puler, 0 
which the body of onr Spirituat-Life doth'tt 
and turn, 

And this fear of God it wil over-aw ourt 

it will keep us from finniogy it will caſtour t 
Fear of men ; it will quicken to dutyz-it with ; 
w/out love-; 5 it will make your SR tot 
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PFhus T have done with «be firſt Particular; the *F- 
eplarring of the Text, 
> Secondly. For the proving on't,(though there 
ie no great need, yet) take two or three Texts; 
© In Jer.23.25. 'tis ſaid, That the people ſhall 
neet rogether, and enquire one of another, What 
th the Lord anſwered ? what bath the Lord ſþe- 
»? They ſhould come together and enquire 
that the Lord had delivered to the Prophet. 
So, inTTheſſ.5. 11, 14, Comfort your ſelves 
wpether, ard edifie one another, even as alſo ye do, 
Ind; Me exbort you, Brethren, warn them that are 
Why, comfort the feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, 
be patient towards all men. 

” And, in Heb. 10.23,24,25. (ſpeaking there | 
That we ſhould continue conſtant 1n the profeſ- 
How of our Faith, ſaith he) Ler ws conſider one an= 
other, to provoke unto love, and to good-works, | not | 
fonſahing i the aſſembling of onr ſelves together,| as 
_he manner of ſomeis, No, God's People muſt 
mot forſake the Conventicles. | 

” "One Text more, ( and that's very full to this 
purpoſe;) in Fobn 13. 34, 35, There you ſhall 
Find that our Saviour was telling his Diſciples, 
that be was going away from them; and, thinking 
tharthat would rake away much-of their comfort, 
-Caith be, A new Commandment give 1 nnto you, that 
ye love one another. The meaning of the Text is | 
bis, (a3 ſome render it ) '7' trac, you will have | 
rear loft by my abſence, but you may makg it wy by 
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the preſence one of 'anather : Friquint c 4 
one with another, help one another, and: 
waks up the loſs, this will make up your coma 

For matter of preſidents, the Scripture 18 


| full. | ; 

When the Diſciples (for fear of the 

, were met together in a holy Conventicle, C 

; he came and Rood in the midſt of them; an 
parted his mind to them freely and futfyy 

; 20. I9 & 26 vetrſes. 3 

. And the eApoſiles themſelves ſpent thei 

e in lictle elſe than in -cersng together ; Wi 

s of their being met all together un one place wil 
accord, AR.2.1. of their going into an upper tt 

: | and continuing there with one accard- in prayer; 

- ſupplication, AQ. 1-13, 14. and again, of © 

on bring aſſembled with one accord, At.15,25,' Þ 

t | And it was their common Courſe in thes 

4 witive times thus to meet together ';, Ag f 

t Tertulien in his Apologie; ſaith he; Weall 

. tegetber in 4 Conventicle, and we knock ar 

'L daors ith our prayers, and we will net tet Goda 

1 till be be pleaſed to come down” graciouſly wat 

s, Know thus much, that all places' are naw 

1g Rified for onr aſſembling. I confeſs, 'tis'be 


.£ publick; Truth needs not to ſeek corners, 7 
at In every place Incenſe ſhall be offered up inte 

Name, Mal.t.11z, And, ..1 will --chat we 
every where, lifting mp pure bands, Tim. 2; 
© But now,whar's the groin or reaſon that) 


»* 
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ſﬀf be c ach a care unongt God's People, tht 
hould thus frequent the Communion of Saints? 
piwer, — 
Becauſe there are many duties that are en- 
ea God's People to perform, that if they 
&conventicle, they can never perform; as, 
up one another in their moſt boly Fauth, 
F.20. and their ſirengthning and watching over 
Wether, &c, How can theſe duties be done 
4 yon” c meet together, and aſſemble them- 
409 e.her, to firergthen, encourage, ex- 
- Feprove one another ? 
E Another reaſon is, That God hath given 
tety of Gifts, of Abilities and Graces unto his 
plz, that they ſhould communicate them one | 
pother, That God has given /:gbe unto the 
cis that it ſhould diſtribute its beams to 
arth ſor the good of its Inhabitants. That 
Wpech oven water unto the Sea, it 18, that it, 
{ ſend forth of its abundance in Rivers and 
a s, that it may come to be ſerviceable un- 
the uſe of mar. - And ſo truly, that God hath 
the lizhcoof the Sun of Righteouſneſs to ariſe 
the bearts of any of his People, and the beams 
his Graces «and Goſfts tobe in them, ' tis that 
y ſhould aiiperſe them, and comerncate them 
he uſe and ſervice one of another, \Afſvin 
br.10. 7. The manifeſtation of the Spirit 
4 to every man to profit witha/. And, wn | 
from ver.13, tover.26, Chiilt (there) g m_ | 
bf varic | 
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ouriety of Talents, Why ? For Improv, 

There is no Gift, Grace, or Ability that fs 
oiven to any one thag is a member of his Ch 
but be ought to be ſerviceable and inſitumg 
with the ſame for the 900d of others. ?Tis 
enough for Merchants to have an Eſtate, but 
muſt have 4 trading, they muſt go tothe: 
change. So it is With Chrittians ; 'tis nor en 
for them that they have gifts and graces, but! | 
mult meet mus F in ſome place ; that 18 
Exchange, where they do ſell fuch and 
things to others, and b#y ſuch and ſuch thing} 
them again ; Lmean in a Goſpel. ſenſe ; ( wl 
imparting Counſels and Admonitions to ork 
and receiving Exhortations & Counſels of oth 
Some have the gift of reſolving Caſes of Ct 
ence ; others have a ſpecial gitt ro. pour ont 
ſouls in Prayit >Some (aguin) Ged has 21VSv8 
abilities t6 in the amparting of Experiences 5. - f4 
to comfort and beal wounded Spirits, and ſuch 
Now, evety one of theſe muſt be :1mproved* 
smplojed ; And how could this poſſibly rhusÞ 
it were not that they had meetings together ?. 
then ——— 

3. Another reaſon is, Becauſe that in th 
Meetings, they are ſure to meet with tae By 
Jeſus Chriſt. O my Brethren, whithet;v 
not a gracious heart go, if he were-{are ta 
with Chriſt there ? . Why, if thou comet eh 

40 che fo thou ougdtelt x0 LEoOn (#4 6. | 


( 22) 
Chriſt) be will be ſure to meet with thee 


le. — Where two or three are met together in my ! 
, there am I inthe midſt of them. He will : 
chſafe his ſpiritual and blefled preſence, and 
be giving out of his graces, avd making 

xx Giſcoveries.of bimſelf and of his love to 
m that come there to thatend, to meet with / 
- Whence ſhould we come ro have thoſe , 
athivgs of ſoul after Jeſus Chriſt > comes it - 
the Miniſters words > No, but from Chriſts . 
ir. O therefore (Brethren) I beſeech you, . 
ſeeivg Chriſt promiſeth bis preſence in ſuch 4 ; 
e, do not withdraw your ſelves fiom the 1 
ne. Agcun, . 
4. Another reaſox is, Becauſe in theſe Meet | * 

ewe are ſure to meet with pare Ordinances, 
th holy and beavenly Adminiſtrations and In. C 
utions ; we ſhall have God's Worſhip in a by 
Eſpel-mouid, Without humane Inventions or Y 
vs Traditions, In the pub/ick ( many times) by 
8 Elepbants hoof has been too deep in thoſe wa. bs 
, ſo that there is a great deal of need of the == 
orgs boxy : but here 1s nothing but what comes od 
2 an upright heart, guided and ordered accor- K 
tothe Rule. And as God has ſet us apart = 
bis Worſhip,ſo we ſhould »pbold bis Worſhip, re 
baye the Carcaſe is, there the Eagles are gathered og 
ther; And ( notwhere the [hew of an Ordi. M 

gas, but ) where the true Ordinance of the 


ad Jeſus Chiiftis, there the Eagles are upon . 


5. Another resſon is, Becauſe this isan # 
cle of our Faith ; We believe the Communion 
Saints, Now,my Brethren,we believing it inc 
principle, it would be ſad if we ſhould _ 1 
our praitice. It is range to me, that men 
be ſo zealous to fland wp at the Creed, and 'nor-olfi 
ſtand up to the Creed, to keep all the Artich 
there repeated, For a man to hold the Commu J 
of Saints, and to oppoſe the Communion of Sa Sain 
"tis ſomewhat ſtrange : I ſhall not give much f 
this man's faith. Thoſe men that ate and der | 
the Communion of Saints, I can t believe thar th ; 
believe any ſuch thing as the Communion of $ 4 
let their Creed be what it will. I fear there 
too many that have no better account to give 

their bel:ef, but that zt mwit be. ſo. Again, 

6. The People of God muſt be hea 
Corb nad of the great good that i 

be done and recerved by thele Caritian Meetin 

My Brethren, true communion, "tis nothing ell 
| but the communication of our ſpiritual orhing | 
our graces and of our comforts unto-0ne anothi 
Here ( my Brethren ) the tongue of the Wiſe 
choice Silver, and the lips of the Righteous feed mas 
#y. Many tioes there are thoſe that have: got i 
much'comfort, Rrength, butkding upin Faith anc 
reſolution at ſuch a Meeting, that they have hag 
| cauſets bleſs God for it forever. Many times 
Merchant gets more mony in one hour on the Ei 
change, than in a whole day in his own Warchabſe 
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IWMany times God's People get more in. one 
dur at the Exchange, at the place of the meeting of 


od's People, than at home in a whole day. 

7+ For the People of God thus to meet toge= the 
ier, 1t 1$ one Way of owning and honouring- of po 
rift. That when gcod thjngs are frequently left ſer 
, we ſhould be found in the practice of them, th 
ch as Pſalms are, and the like, thus we honour Re 
pur Lord Jeſus. en 
8. Thas to aſſemble our ſelves, and perform | Fa 
pur duty to the Moſt-High, does much hinder the an 
prevalency of corruption.” If we ſhould leave M 
bff aſſembling our ſelves, corruption would get ne 
head ; you can't omit a duty but your fin will be M 
ncouraged by it. Thomas was abſent from that | 
mnoly Conventicle, Jobs 20, 24, 25. and his un- £01 
licf gor head ; / will zot believe (ayes he) tl de 
bire bis wounds, Omit Prayer in a morning, and T 
[Paſſion Will get head that morning. Therefore Til 
the People of God ſhould thus meet together, Ti 
þ. prevent the growth of their corruptions- L 

” Now,” af| this laid together, I bope you will 
giveme leave to conclude, That tt # a very ne- ne 
wefſary duty, for God's Propls to meet often one with an 
and ber. ye 
”- Now. for the Application of this point. ch 
Let it be, h: 
- Fi:lt, A Uſe of Information. If it be thuy, of 
(B:etmen) rhac the Fearers of 0d are and ought Fr 


wo be frequenters of Conventicles, the Qid-Te 
_ "NT | Rament+- 


4? 7 , * 


| 25 3 - J " : 
' Rament-Believers were ſo, and the New-Teft 
ment- Believers were ſo,as you have heard; Then 

x. It does inform us what we ſhould think © 
thoſe men that hate, abbor,; detide, deteR, ops 
poſe, make Laws againſt, and perſecute the Af. 
| ſemblies of God's People : What to think of | 
; them? why that they are 1gnorant of that very 
Religion that they profeſs ; to think of them as 
enemies of goodneſs, as limbs of Satan, an& 
| FaRors for Hell ; yea, wotſe than very Heatheng 
and Infidels themſelves. Vere, and other Roman 
Magiſtrates, will one day riſe up agaioſt that Gea 


neration that do oppoſe, opprels, depreſs the 
Meetings of Gods People; for they permutted Pawl; 
| ” dwell in his own hired houſe, axd let ſuch as woul 


| come unto bim, and (ſaith the Text) no man bins 
dered him, AQt. 28. 30, 31. Nay, the Grands 
Twrk, ( that great enemy of Chrillianity.) will 
riſe up againkt this Generation ; for, pay him bu 
; Toll and Tribute, and he will let you enjoy you 
Liberty 3n Religion, 
| 2. What does it inform ug of them that wil 
needs be accounted Profeſtors of Chriſtianity 
| and very good Chriflians would be thovght to-beg? 
yet will be (0 ſhy as to ſhun all rheſe Meetiagey 
they will not come nigh them,? Why, that they; 
have too much of the fear of men, and too little 
| | of the fear of God: that's the reaſon they will 
not come thither. It'was a veryB oreat viewi(h.n 
Nuchodmw's Coat of $19; oat. he Would.x 
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evine to our Seviowr's Conventicle but by night 
(Job. 3.2.) when none ſhould take notice of hims Þ 
and *tis a greater diſhonour to them that will ne- 
ver come at all, neither in the day, nor at nighe 
neither. Even as it was With Nichodemus 2nd 0- 
thers of the Jews, they were afraid they ſhould be 
#bruſt ont of the Synagogue : So (I have cauſe to 
think) many of theſe are afraid of Communica- 
#:0%, and all becauſe they are afraid of Excommu- 
wication, 
+ Objef. I know what ſome will plead for them- 
Ives, to take off all ſuch kind of cenſures ag 
theſe, viz. That there are P#blick Meetings and 
Aﬀemblies—. 
* Anſw. Take heed of touching any ſuch Pitch, 
Eſt you ſhould be defiled with che ſame. Take 
[this for a Rule, That Worſhip which we ought to 
perform to the Meſi-High , and be found wm the 
Srattice of ought to be both for the matter and man- 
wer thereof, according to the preſcribed Rule of Gods 
Word only, no men 0n Earth baving authority to de= 
wnſe according to their own fancies and imaginati- 
ans, any forms of God's Worſhip and Service. Any 
Worſhip which is not bottom'd and grounded 
upon the Word of: God, is a falſe Worſhip, and 
ſuch as we may not lawfully be preſent at, uvleſs 
ſome way or other we do ſhew our diſlike, or de= 
clzre our diflent, 
I ſhall now give you (1.) ſome diſcoveries of 
@ falſe Worthip, and then \2.) prove to you the 
, WW”. U une . 
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> þlawfulneſs of being 


p, or to countenance, or to approve of it, 
Fiſt, To give you ſome diſcoveries of a falſe 


' forſhip, 


1. When it's ſuch a worſhip, the patern where- 
is taken from Idolaters, and not from the pre 


ice of the holy Prophets and Apoſtles of God. +» 
hus,if you oblerve that place in x King,16.31. * 


fhab taking towife Jezebel, the dawghter of Eth.. 


* Lt King of the Zidontans, went and ſerved Baal, 


nd worſhipped bimy. Abab marrying Jezebel, he S; 
ill preſently be of his wife's Religion. And we, 
tight note this by the way, T bat 3t's 4 very dan. * 


erous thing for thoſe that are of the true Religion, 


p marry with thoſe that are of a falſe Religion, + 

hen the children of 7ſrae/ began to fall in love, 
ith the daughters of Moab, they ſoon fell to 
Solomon's Wives. 
ou know how they drew him to Idolatry. Wives: 
nen they are naught, are oftenrimes great In."* 


iruments to draw their husbdands unto falſe wor- * 


ommit Idolatry with them. 


ip. So that hence they took their pattern for 
his worſhip of Baal, from the Idolaters. Yea," 
hen God had preſcribed Moſes the pattern of 


iS Houſe, how he ought to frame the Tabernacle 
or his Worſhip ; 1f Moſes ſhould have left that, - 


nd gone to the Nations round about him, and: 


sken patterns from chew, would not this have 
deen 2 great «bomination in the ſight of 
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preſent at ſuch a way of / bs 
or{hip, when by our preſence we do ſeem to ©? 
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by the Rule of the Word, anc ain 


* of Bagi 
ations ? Dent.12,30,31,32. Why ſhould Light Iſrael. 


go to bortow of Darkyeſs ? ſhall the Church of ing the 
+ Chriſt take their pattern of Worſhip from Anti-., ming 2 
- chriſt? can there any pure Water ( fit for the|;,.n.s 
& ſervice'df the SanQuary and the City of our God)}\,nrq | 
= How our'of the Rowiſh puddle? or, can a man you 
Epick any Gold (for the adotning of the Temple of [pon 
S&b1ift) ont of the Popes dunghil, where there is | qgwn 
eBothins. but mire and filth ? Though you ſhould | and b 
Stake 2 Spariard, or a French-man, and put an | Cove 
+. Pupliſh coat upon him,yet this does not make him bis W 
an Engliſh-man.: So, it there be one thing in the (by a 
: way of Worthip that was not preſcribed nor pla- | who, 
> Riſed in the dayes of Chriſt, or in the dayes of- | ,Qq yp 
” the Apoltles recorded in Scripture, If1s born out | to fa 
- of cue rime, and is the innovation and invention thivg 
- of Antichriſt, and it is certainly a falſe worthip., nanc 
| 2., Such a worſhip 25 has been caſt one by the wher 
$ Pcople of God in reforming times, and aftervards  - - 
"33% % 


- wo 
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n pd times us Khor » In Again, this is (cers | 
Sainly) a falſe worſhip. So 1t was bere in this 
ame worſhip of Baa! which we have been ſpeak- 
[Ong of. You ſhall find it was in /ſrael many years 
thefore Ahab, for (in Fudg-2. 11.) *cis ſaid, That 
"2be children of Iſrael did evil in the fight of the 
f3ILord; and ſerved Baalim , and they forſook the Lord 
oIGod of their fathers, which brought them qut of the 
CILand of Egypt, and followed other gods,cc, And 
= afrerwards ( in chap. 6.) you find how that they 
Phraiſed up ſome other forms, pull down the Altarg 
Thof Bazl, and aboliſh all the worſhip of Baal 1m): 
Fl/ſracl. And indeed, you may obſerve concern,” 
th; 102 the people of 1ſracl, that when (for their: ron tas 
-Tning a whoring after falſe worſhip) the juds 
[ments of God were upon'them; Then they en 
) [unto the Lord, and God delivered them. '- Abd 
you ſhall theo often find a very, zealdt (i 
| 
| 
| 
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upon them againſt falſe Worſhip; theo th y.pu 
[down the Altars of Baal, & cut gown the GIG 6 
land break in pieces the Idols, and entgr; into: A 
Covenant with God, that they will keep'ct Je. 
bis Worſhip: but after a few years are ovet again,” 
(by means of ſome evil Princes ar Govetnaurg, -: 
who did diſcountenance the true wayes of Good, 4 
and were fayourers of Idolatty ) thz people fell ; 
to falſe worſhip again, and did b«:/d again the«:* 
things that they had deſtroyed. - Now, God com- 
T nds bis People to come ont of Babylon ; now, 

When they bgve come out (in any degree or wears 


yy 
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S 1 | ) by caſting of corraptions 1» worſhip,the Lot” 
= hkes not that they ſhould go back «gain, thi” 
& they ſhould return to thoſe corruptions fro 
whence they had before departed, 
3. When 'tis ſuch a way of worſhip as is mat 
ter of great offence, and a burden to the Godly iy PE 
a Nation. So it was here too in this worſhip of 9 
'  Baal; though the moſt and worſt of the people of ME 
& the Jews fell i» with it, yet there were thouſand it 
© in {ral (which feared the Lord ) that were great{ PO 
Fly offended with it, and cryed out againſt ir, ang ©" 
= wichdrew from it. Surely it's one-f1gn that Wor CC 
3 ſhip 22 not of God, when the moſt boly and gracious Ul 
2 SFQ&-livingpeople in a Nation are greatly Pl 
A IE VE TH . O hi 
_eftended with it, and cannot ſubmir unto it; and . © 
- When Iris the wicked and ungodly rout in a Na _ 
tio! 1 do ſo'ex@atedingly defite it, and take (h 
aber in it. Why, that a way of Worthip isf F* 
owelt lik'd of by:the ſuperſtitious and ungodly] © 
opte in a Nation, is argument enough howf 
" it is difliked of by God: In Exod. 8, 26, }F ® 
when-Pher#þ would have had Moſes to have ſa-F B' 
EFenhetd-in the Land, ( — Sacrifice to God in the - 7) 
F-£a:) Syes Moſes, 'Tis not meet ſo to do; for} ©! 
= we (hall fatrifice the abominarions of the Egyp-| th 
= tins to the-Lotd'our God : ÞÞ, ſhall we ſacrifice} Þ* 
F” "the Abowinations of the Egyptians before thesy ener, h, 
”” and ſhall they not ſlonew ? will they not ſtone us ? 61 
_ Mark, The pure and fhncere Worſhip of God, thal ©, et 
would have beep an Abomjination to the Egypa| ©; 4 
I OT | L —_— FLA a... 
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: "Hans, hey ron not na bur mi | 
have faln upon them and toned them, Ab! 'm) 
Brethren, the pure Ordinances of God,are hated 
by the carnal world, they don't like of them, FI | 
12rd but when a way of worſhip is ſo well liked, and 
1 id approved of by thoſe that are the worſt, and rf 
» of | Moſt prophane in a Nation, that may be . 
> of ment enough to prove that 'tis not of God ; 
1ds If it were God's Worſhip, they would not love e 
2rd nordelightin it. So then, I ſay, when the mul 
nd titude of thoſe that are the moſt Vicious, ungras 
»#F cious and unholy, thoſe that are the groſs, looſe] 
gd ſuperſtitious and wicked in a Nation,are thex 
1 ple that do like and love it ſurely thif i 
ac# . ther ſign thas Worſhip is not of God, 
 ..- 4 And laſtly, When 'us ſuch-a Tae 
cel ſhip as people are forced into by-uzalpur; 
is p#/on, whether they like or »pprove of If [s 
lyl Thus itwas alſo with this Worſhip of Backs 
wil Was as much as their lives were mankmewol | 
5 mit co it. Thoſe that would not bow downaoy 
FF golden Image, they muſt be thrown ioto-theie 
el - Ty Furnace, Daz,3.6. And”tis.the kcown-m 
rf ofthe Beaſt and bis falſe worſhippers, Rev. Lg 
| that be cavſeth all, both ſmall aud greet, 1i6 | 
poor, free and bo#, to recurve a mark zh their'r Fs. 
| hand, or in their forebeads 3 7 and that no ian wilt br 
buy or ſelly. ſave he that had the mark. That 18, 
© _ thoſe that would not by ſome a&. or othes #$: 
My {E ſome-kind, of teſtimony OL other, 20 heif 
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nf Semity of utito o his wortie, they muſt bei impii4 | | 
(ed, they mult be baniſhed. The worſhipof | © 
Antichriſt tis an Iron yoke, it will break. thoſe 
et will not bow unto it, If men will nor believe 
Their Do&rines, and ſubſcribe their Articles, and 
bbmic unto their Worſhip, what then > Why 
a n-they muſt be fined, then impriſoned, then 
daniſhed. Why now, certainly, this is not the 
way of Chriſt, that men ſhould be whipped and 
; conrged, 2nd driven into the profeſſion of his 
.ligion, and the practice of his Worſhip ; thar 
4 they ſhould be forced into ir by fire and favs oots 
Rrappado' s and gallows 's : No,the way of Chriſt 
to.teach. p2ople, and to s»/fratt them ; to per« 
7 We Jopver to dwell in the rents of Sbem : he 
yoult {not bave his Religion forced on any one ; 
ple (by Fines, Impriſonments and Ba- 
dhmeas) ſhould be forced into the acknow- 
dpemiint-of bim ; He would have men draws 
Shim - 20d not compell: -d to him-; for indeed, 
ary judgement can be commended by dxether 
's will, 
- Bu "now, having given you ſome diſcoveries , 
| a falſe Worſhip, 1 come to the proof of the 
ſec nd thing which I propoſed,. That-it is not 
awful to be preſent at ſuch worſhip, (z.e.) when 
by jour preſence there you leem to oWn ir, to 
Epprove of. it, to aſſent or conſent toit: You 
ve a clear p:oof of it in 1 King.19.28,_ Ter. 
ve left mr ſeyes thonſang in ſrerigd al the «rt 3 Sþ 
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" | have "t Fw: 4s Beal, and every i 
os hath not kiſſed bins. They would nor þ 
the knee to Baal,nor kiſs him with the lip. Thi | 
denying to bow the knee, and to kiſs with «> 
mouth, ſheweth, that they did not orly it hea 
abhor this falſe worſhip, but thac they would y 
by any outward a ſo much as ſcem> to ow ito 
countenance it; The meaning (in (hort) is, they 
did no way conform themſelves to that cory 4 
ſervice of the times, Another Scripture fort 2 > 
you have in 2 Chron. 11, the 15th & 14th v 
compared. When Jeroboam had fer up C8 
there, and commanded all the people to Wn 
them, in ver. 15, *tis ſaid, He ordained by 
for the High- places, and fir the Devils, anifetl 
' Calves which be had wade. But now;1 in v1 [« Th 
The Levites left their ſubarbs, and their gaffiiſfints 
and came to Judah and Feruſalew (for 7 
and his ſons bad caſt them off from vxecatl 
Priefts Office wnto the Lord:) and «fter 1 It 'S 
of all the Tribes of Iſrael, ſuch as {et their bi 
ſeth the Lord God of 1ſracl, came to Feruſal, 
ſacrifice unto the Lord God of their Fathers. M 
that; ſuch 4s ſet _ ans to ſeek, the in 
of Iirazl. * Though of of the 7 
went wich * ber. wh By and Bethel to ſac 
to the Calves, yet 2 remnent of Iſrael eo _ 
hearts to ſeek the Lord God of Hjravhy who k 
are would be worſhipped at. 


+ | thagtlore they nl woes 
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Lands andiLivings, rather than they wonld'own 
WFeraboams falſe gods, and worthip then. You 
Know what is commanded,in Hof. 4. g.' ſaith the 
Cord there, Come not ye unto Gulgal, nerher go ye 
pro Beth. aven ; What was this Gi/gal and Beth- 
aver, thar God commands them ot {# wwch as to 
low? thither? O they were the principaÞ places 
fand ſeats where Feroboam hadTet up his falſe wor- 
hip: now God layes a Command on them that 
[feared his Name, not ts cometh ither, no;j-Hot for 
ar;0/ry-ſaks to pleiſe"their fancies ; they mult 
7 come'there where that falſe worthifpW2s; So 
je would fain be preſent with-themtt "Ht Wor- 
Hope falle gods in the Temple, ther yer did 
hotapÞrove-of them ; ſee how the chief Apoitle 
=proverthen forit, 1 © Cor. 10.20% The'Gen- 
y 97 bY Tatrifice to Druids and not 19 Grd';" and 
boaJd war that je ſhould bave fellowſhip with De- 
ro TY \camot drink thi"enp of the Lord,'and the 
> Devils » ye cannot, be yartaker # of 1 he Lord's 
brit table of Devits. Why do"we Whdwoke . 
'# Yealonſir? ' $0; onn;\ in 2Gor: 6.14. 
BY bot try ate ws? b Wabelituryss fer what 
EF FIg#h:s bath Ri ghtbobfhe ſs with Wnt right econfneſs ? 
F and what 65:aminon bath 11 ght with datkiieſ# ? and 
pbat apreement baththtTemyle of God with Hols ? 
For fe abe'the Temple of the living GoiF) 1owBthen 
LEFe Con2e out from anvng them, and be 1eſeptrate, e 
Faith rhe" E0 
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nibreediaw get. 2 —? | Gon ris Ay 6) oe. 
maltiply expreflion upon pn ot C or998 oult-- 
Touth not; —< 'Be ye ſeparate, and vve”u00 
to do\mith them, '/ 72% Na "1 
And I, might (how>-you,! how that dy; joy 
|  Withothets io their falſe-worthip, -* it 507) 
L.oXon!fin-agaiptt.y4act Jebveo, 
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R I. :Joyn has wich otra — hip 
ecaule/hereby-you hn aBaiflt yolun farets F 
being'\parties. = any falſe: worſhip? i ye 
ownivy of ir, you come toabe acceſſorytouhi 
{mn, dnzRevel.z3, 7 ebony | * 
'| be notplarnukiers of ber ojiwsg that ty yh W; " 
ber playmet. — My Palo o Wby'i Zodis 
People wiltdefile: ctheinſetves with the @ wy 
ons of : Babylary they muſirrapect tro'pltake's 
j ndgments of Babylon," Andiindeed, 
God is 'mb#a2 quick with his own Poopt i 
ſpe& than: Witch A ied; decade *rtis han 
ſtand reſolucely againſt alt the Innov4tie 
| Corruptions in matters-of!Religion; the 
whey ch&enn\(hallt nacters fillies 
| file themſelves, manyritnes : $4 ſxy )' rhe Lox 
18904{Ok i-cattivg thew off when he ney: C 
Re aber216.go on. Andwafides; hereby-they th 
i _rhemſetver\ into the mouch of a'rempration, Ge 
fs iQ you hnof Johns a eg ni 
{ag 057 by als. 8 
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houſe of a2 Harlet, Prov. 5.8. becauſe of 't 
tation. Why, you. know what's ſaid" con- 
of ing King eAbaz (in 2 King. 16, I10,) that 
ng unto Damaſcus to meet the King of Hſhria: 
vere, (out of a Complement it may be, to con- 
Ktulate bim, or the like) he ſaw an Altar that 
is at Dawmeſcw ; and King Abaz ſent toltriah 
ze Prieſt the faſhion of 'the Altar, and the pat- 
wn of it, according to all che workmanſhip 
bereof ; and the Prieft built an Altar, &c. He 
as preſcatly in love with the Altar ; to. ſee it, 
22 temptation to him to «ke it, and to ſacr;- 
5 ow ie, and Worſhipin like manner, This {{r:ab 
ſeems) was one that was a Temporizing Prieſt, 


| x; =o thing the King commanded 

$: when once he had gotten the Al. 
made; and the King comes home, he preſent- 
vile to Idolatry :-they lay on their Offering, 

(they eat it, and then: they go to worſhipivg. 
Fooes to (ce what the High. Prieſt hath done, 
bs to: arm himſelf, and is accuſed, It's 
erous to come. into the High-Ptiefts Hall, 
ares at his fire, left we go away with a ſcorched 

[rence And again— 
2, You fin againtt otbers too, that ſet =p theſe 
uperRitious Wayes ; whom you herein do abet, 

ad encourage, and barden in their evil wayes. 
Jo not communicate with them. Though you be 
ot-2$ Maſter-builders to draw out 2 Plarform,yet 
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do offexd others, and (iz may be) by example « 
draw them afide too : : Ag in Gal. 2, 11. Peta 
(there) by bis difſimulation, was a means to drt 
Barnabas 10d others of the Jews to fide with hi 
And ſpecially, ſuch a one as is look'd on 
knowing and a religians perſon, he is berein ix 
dangerous than a Pages or 8 Papiit is ; you bat 
thens, and will not be led by ther example. At 
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You fin herein againſt God too, by bring 
ing has the b/:nde, the balt, and the lame 2 ( Fo 
ſuch is every way of Religion, every. way 

Worſhip that is of mans deviſing.) The - | 
has not required any ſuch ſervice at you | 
and therefore you have no promiſe ( 1rd (a 
reaſon to expeR) to be accepted in it. 
*.you doit in faith. As you muſt not | 
Doarines the Commandments of men, x 
are you to ſolemnize for Worſhip the Co 
ments of men. The People of God are | 

maintain the Integrity and Purity of oe 
dinances. Take heed of any thing that dogs 
look liks falſe Worſhip. V Ve muſt abber the gar 
ment that is but Bored with che fleſh, V'Ve mull 
not ſo much as touch che wnclean thing. - God fog: 
had the Iſraelites to have a falſe god-jn the 
houſes : though they did not worſhip it, yer the 
muſt not bave it in their houſes. _ | in 4 7 
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(38) Wh he 
b abmivable thiss, Swan floſb, but forhovi # 
ebrob of that aboamindble thing in theit veſſels, * | 1 
Objeft. x. But,'you'will ſay, Was "ner Elijah | 
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/ ut h iBaal: 
ſelf preſs wy al? \fo we find, c 
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x King. x8. 26, Oc?" Ehijahy why be Bands by 
em, and is @ lookgy- -##5) and bids. thems' cry alond 
0 Buil : therefore ('3-fhomss?) we may " project 
it falſe Worſhip, eud yet not fon. « 
».Anſw, Though El:jab was preſent, yet be did 
dot by his preſence any Way countenance or al- : 
low'that worſhip of theirs, but he did teprove 
them for it; he was preſent to convince thei of | 
e evil of it, and to ſhew them the vanity of 
wr Worſhip, And thus indeed the Prophets 
Eres, of God, they were ſometimes. pre= 
tat Saciifices that were performed to Idols, 
At Was 'on purpoſe to reprove them for it, and 
parece them of their 1dolatry. | 
.=, But (you will ſay unto me) choughwe | ** 
Poſer at it, yet we can keep our mind! to our 
Er 5 wt will net ſay Amen unto their prayers, we 
7 not jon with them, bat will keep our minds ſtill 
" ſelves, 
"1 aſter. \That is but't to diſſemble, 26d to play 
tt Hypoctite both with God and men, ©To fay 
ye will de” preſent With your bodies at falſe wore 
lhip; and yet abſent in your ſpirits, it 18 in effect 
to ſzy, you Will ſerve God: with your ſows, and 
E Devil with- your bodres, ©  You:know, the \ 
glbip dthit is done in an Ademblys is OTE = HY 
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«| which you ought to ſay your Amen,\f lawful 3 | 
»  þ "if not, to ſhew your diſlike:of ir, And-therefore; 
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ifit be;an Ocdinance of God that thou beelt py 
ſent at, thou ought to come to it with thy whe 
heart and ſotl.;z and if otherwiſe, 'tis (ach, 
act of which worſhip thou cani(t not warrantabl 
J07n un, or be preſent at- 
| Obj. 3. 1 bat (you will ſay unto me) oh f 
the Worſhip be corrupt um part, yet not in'the whole 
there may be many good prayers and good words in by 
now, muſs we reject the good becauſe of the bad th 
i mingled with ut ? by 
I Anſw, There are many good things /in 
| T urkiſh Alcoran, as well as in the Po piſh Maſ 
book, yet. may we not lawfully make * of eiths 
The Iſraclites did halt betwixt God and E 
that is, they did retain a great part of the 
| - Worlhip of God, though they did joyn their o 
| inventions With 1t : Now, *ctis not the rera 
ſome part of the true Worſhip, that will oy” 
part of the falſe Worſhip: that us -joyned wit, 
no, nor the uruc matter of worſhip tharwill: f 
Rikie the falſe form of it, A lutls leavers (herd 
will leaven the: whole lump, 'V Vhat though whe 
-Philitines did ſet up the: Ark in the'temple with 
-Dagen ;: yet that neither honoured Dagon norrh 
Temple the more. . V Vharthongh there may 
} «(ſomerares among the corn ;- yer tlil T's retal 
| Pani: on : nature ; this doth not. LY 
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© make clean. In Ezek,43. $. God does 1epcove 
zem there for ſetting up their poſt by his poſt, 

znd their threſhold by his threſhold, They did 
pot pull down God's polt or threſhold, and let wp 
Iebery own in the roomy but they ſer op their own 
hy it. And in Zepb.1. 5. The s there would ſwear 
dy the name of the Lord, and of Malcam too. So 
d 2 King. 17. 33. There were ſome that would 
lexve Baal, and yet fear the Lord. That is, they 
Would not caſt off ll the Worſhip of God, but would 
Erain ſome parts of It, onely they would joyn 
zeir own Inventions with it. 
d ſhare bis V Vorſhip between Chiiſt and Anti- 
Ebcilt; that men (hould have in their 7:gbt. bands 
many Truths of Chriſt, but in their left many fal- 
fires of Antichriſt, Indeed, ſometimes ſome part 
if God's V Vorſhip covers a great deal of Super- 
tion ; There arc many evils, much ſuperſtition 
Jin the VVorſhip of God at this day, yet be- 


oſpel.therwith, that's a great cover to all their 
corruptions. And indeed, the nearer you come 


worſhip Fith ic,the more danger there 1s of (wal- 

: 55 up many people. 

4. { but (you will ſay unto me) there may: . 
7 g! bs fonnd anne 191 pagers 42d preaob=t 
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Now, God bates + 


£ Toole they retain ſome principal Truths of the | 


$0 the txue'V Vorſhipof God,and yet retain falſe ' 
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ds to > heceme 5 ca The Inventions and | - b 
ices of men in God's Worſhip, they are but; *}. 
eHean things, that nothing is able to waſh, ot: - 


F nol 54 v6”, 4 "0" - rs, | 
2 Tag of the beſt Minſters,that we cannot joyn infuu 
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1 nth. If we may not joyn with ſome g00d. brean(e. 
.* there s ſome evil mingled with it, why 3n this C ie | 
more thas in that ? 4 
I anſwer, That preachivg and praying of Mini-" 
liters, when they do exercite their own gifts, and 
have not Prayers and Sermons made for them, 
*ris an Ordinance of God, and being an Ordi- 
nance of God,you may ſafely communicate thet=, 
in, notwithſtanding that there may be ſome fail- 
3»gs inthe Miniſter : in which caſe the rule. 1857 
To prove all things, and only co hold faſt that which}? 
4 good, x Thefl, 5.25, 1 but, when any thing 18 
| brought into the worſhip of God that is not God's 
| » | - Ordinance, but wars, here you cannot communi» 
cate in it ſafely, becauſe tis chat that God has 
not required, nor promiſed any bleſſing unto'y; 
X and therfore you are to reje& it, and not to-havs? 
| communion with ir. Indeed,there arc corruptions 
in the beſt hearts, and mixtures in the bolieft duel? 
tzes ; I but when the'People of God do worſpup” 
Ged n ſpirit and intrath, as long as they don't 1erY; 
up any Idols in their hearts, nor regard any int. 
quity in their ſouls, (as Devid ſays) ſo long the: | 
Lord doth not reje& their ſervices, though there. | 
are ſome perſonal ivficmities thiat attend them.- _N 
Obj. 5. 1 but .(you'l ſay) we bear worſe things 
than theſe cau be every day; as we go alongtbeſireets' 


DN we hear wen (wearing aud cu gz and BY. b wes 
1 *;ore preſent, yer we boye we arg nowit the worſe 
+1-b NY Kt, Ny 275 Oe ; 
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(6 #2 2?) Mo hoe 
py [ © 50 Though:you bear ſuch 1hiadeia the” ci 
"Rreecs, yet if you'by.no aR of yours joyn with | nbr 
them in it, but do. grieve 10 your ſpirits when 
go hear them, the fin is theirs, and not-yours, | 
=: Obj. 6. 7 but (you'l ſay) ſuppoſe it be ſuch a | ;mp 
Wey of Worſhip that (ut may be) many holy and godly 
yen uſe, and they have found good and comfort in ut? } 

Anſw. We mult follow - examples of holy Þ poſ 
men, no further than they follow the example and | of | 
rules of Chriſt, *Tis no ſufficient argument to | in 1 
prove that ſuch & thing is good, becauſe ſome to t 
.Goly men have uſed it ; then it might de an argu- | tha 
Meat that taking of Concubines is ; 200d, becauſe | dot 
- We reade of ſome good men in the old Teftament COT 
that uſed ir. eAſa and Jeboſaphat (I think) were - | 'Da 
LE gned Kings ; yer'ns ſaid, that in their dayes the | Ki 
 High-Places were not taken do! wp, and they are | ref 
FEened for it. Hezcksah comes afcer, and he re- | ev 
> moves them, and is commended for what he did, | on 
+I queſtion not but when theſe good men went | W, 
q "go theſe H:gb- Places, though they didevil in | Gc 
: woat they did, yet the Lord might manifeſt him- | #0 
+ felt good to chem. T hough ſome 200d men have | gon 
4 uſed the Ordinances of God with ſome corrupti= | wor 
- ons and'mixtures, yet the Lord hath ſo far ac- | 4, 
cepted ofthe integrity and uprightneſs of their 
- thearts- in What they did, as that:they bave found Þ \ 
, Lox and-comfort in ſo doing * Ibut-this was | 
theme .of.God. to them. You.muſtnot think it'] FR 

Rough to /uſ/ific any exib or coruption.in wot | anc 
Joe good ey 847 ſeq 114 and yet] «es 2 
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fanfare PPS. the-times of they 
norance God might wink ;at, if they did hy 4 


ſcek and ſeryohim according to what they.knews « 
Obj.:7. 1 byt what if ſuch a way of War(bip be” 
4 | zmpoſed on 1s, and commanded then 't15 their faults” | 
ly | that invpoſe #t,* and not our fauls that do it. 
t?']- I anſmer : That no man can without: fins coms 
ly | poſe, or impoſe any forms or wayes of Worthip 
d | of his own deviſing, for which he hath no ground 
'O | in the Word of God ; ſo neither can any ſubmit x 
e | to them without fin. VVhat is unlawful in him 
i- | that impoſeth, mult needs be unlawlul in him that”. 
e | doth receive it, and ſubmit to it- The King in*7 
If commanding Daniel not to pray, did not make: 
e: | "Daniels praying ever the more ##/awful: And the: 
e | King's commanding the three Children and the» 
e | reftto bow, did nor commend the a&t,or make it... 
- | everthe more lawful, 'Tis not mans allowing be 2 
+» | commanding that doth make. /awful any __ of }F* 
t | Worſhip that is not warranted by the. Word of 
1 | God, No man can lawfully do any thing # ”- -the © 
= | #orſhipof God, but that which be & ſatufied in his > 
: conſcrence he ma) do, whether commanded by npan.or = | 
» wor. . - 46088 
- | +» Qbj.,$5-7:but (you will (ay). the matter-@ 
C | great, and we will jeeld but 4 little for peace. 
| | quietnef ſake, | | 
b +: -1 anſwer : There is not a more HOLLEY | 
x deceirfultemptation. than 4. inthe nol fy 
"_s 
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CS not faithful in 4 /ice/e, will not be farchful nized, 
-wwch, The Prieſt that yeelded to-the King folke L 
far as to wake the Altar, and ſet it up, afterwards|þ.,g wi 
E muſt yield further, to offer upon the Altar, 2Kin. ear t 
+26. the Lith, 15 & 16 verſes compared. As, þ.y,;1 f 
many 200d men, they have thought to yield ebuahhere 
far, and thus far, for peace and quietneſs ſake zHhat i 
I but when once th:ir feet have been in the ſnare, ſnow, 
they have after (wallowing ſome guats, ſwallow- [after 
ed Camels too: and if the Serpent once get in his [hear 
- bead, he will ſoon get in his whole body. *Tis a {here 
> dangerous thing to go after the inventions of wer, | 4 
though in never ſo little, ( the Rule is certain;) [ther 
becauſe they know not bow far they ſhall go. As |nanc 
a Nobleman of Exg/end once ſaid, / will pin my |Tho 
| faith on vo mans ſleeve, becauſe 1 know not whither | we « 
- hey will carry «, The tiue Religion hath the [and 
Word of God for its Rule, which remains certain | xg y 
and unalterable ; ſo that when I guide my ſelf | wha 
* by that, I know how far I muſt go, and where ta | eve 
- Ropzibut when I make the Traditions and Iwvene | di 
" © £4025 of yen my Rule, here is no certain Ropat | tho! 
Lallz formen may be multiplying their. Traditi= ] 
ins and Inventions every day. Therefore 'tis | on, 
*gangerous to yield in {tile things in matter of 
*Ralſe-Worſhip. 

Obj. 9. 1 but (you may ſay) it's poſſible hereby 
. we may deprive our ſelves of many of the Ordinances yp} 

of God, and fo deprove our ſouls of comfort, and we } 

hi 1 


4 . 
better do ut4- 
hs & 0 . Mm WAL p 'f TCO L 144 
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: _ $3. from the Ordinatice $ of # | 
S. of d, 57 you may not enjoy them « Jnr 
zl s Lord ? If you cannot enjoy God's Ordinane® ; 
| es without committing fin, 'tis your duty to for- 
in. bear them; for this is "the Rule, Tow way not do 
AS, þvil for the Enjoyment of good, Rom. 3. 8. And 
buthherefore, "tis not ſmply the want of Ordinances 
at is your fin, but your contempe of them, 1 but 
now, When you can't enjoy them in the way and 
- {after the manner enjoyned of the Lord, and for- 
bis [bear them npon that account, this is no conteruprs 
* 2 {tderefore not your fin. But further, | 
"| Anſw. 2. Bleſſed be the Father of mercies, © 
;) [there is yet a poſlibilicy of eojoying the Ordi-" 
\s [nances of Ged according to bis own appointment; 
Though we May not have them ſo publickly as: 
& [we could defhre,yet we may have them elſwhere, 
1C [and 'ris our duty ( as you have heard made good 
n [ro you ) to follow Goſpel. Adminiſtrations'to 
If | what-ever place they are confined, and in what- 
@ | ever place they may be enjoyed ; if they are © 
| driven into comers, we mult follow them ints 
IT | thoſe corners. 2 
= But now, here I meet with another ObjeRi- | 
8 | on, and it has reſpeRt © 
| | x. Toour abſent:ng out ſelves from' the Pubs 
lick, Aſſemblies, And -4 
2. Toourbetaking of our ſelves to the more © 
0 Private-Mectings of God's Peo le, PR 
png bob of them have thei rite a U 
" nd-ay ook br "NF 


» 
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he ©: 
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: "3 Dots 


our ph 2X curſe 
re Publick Aﬀſerablies. 

- Objett,” You will ſay unto'me, Tic ſible 
wer do nt yeeld, we may ſuffer; we may be wrid 
both "We and our Families too, 

 Avuſw, ANT will fay to that; is this 5 When 
you'may not obey the Commands of men, "without 
ſmning again#t God, you had berter ſaffe? than fon. 
you'hadbetter ſuffer from men, becauſe 'you are 


:affard of offending God 3 than to- ſwſftr "from God, 


becauſe you are and of offending #15,” This in- 


” deedis a great —_—_ to many 4 good foul 
and boly "man, Ow 


will become of ny Wife and 
Childres ?' if I loſe my Living, my meanvof Livels- 


that : 
wasthe caſe of thoſe we ſpake of bur now, in 
1 K1g.19.18.) they Cetituted Lives and*Eſtates 
#9d Al, rather than they world bow the knee to 
Baal - 1 but yet God was a SanQtuary to them, 
he provided an Obadiabthat fed them,-1 Kieg, 


»— £8.4:"And when E1:jah Wis forf& wo flee for h18 


life from the Prophets of Baal, God colittanded 


"2h Angel one time, 4nd a Raven anorhertime to 
* feed him, 1 King, 19,17, & 1 King. 14. 4;6, Tf 
> ordinary means fail, God knows how' to'raife up 
extraordinary means; -#nd-will do f6'in time of his 
”  Perplts diſtreſs. 

Hear the Word of the Lord, ye that trembit \at bi 


"Miri that place ity 1f4, 66.5. 


#5 +ytu# Brethren that hated yoht,' eh FA you 
| 7 Name ake ; ep the 


<FAL-V 3 no 


hodd, they may ftlarve, avd my Conſciensr' agarniF) 
I bave peace 'ntitber day nor vi ghr. Why it 


Sz 
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Bp Bal.appeen fo Fo Je IG "I 
. Mark, iy Brethren: There are ai - a 
7 dr do tremble at my Word, (q; d: ) thor! 
date n6t d6 any thing in'my Worſhip withuut" 
1 my Word; but there are others of your” Bre- 
| thren thitwill find ont wayes to avoid (ufferings$.” 
hout] and will'zdvetrture upory things in my Worſhip 
fnF thar 1 'never commanded them ; 4 they hate. 
are you, and caft you ont, excommunicate you; becauſe. 
God] you are not of their judgmenr,becauſe yout' cotis ” 
-in-| ſciences are more tender than theirs 2. / b#t' be > 
oulf ſhall appear to your joy, and they ſhall be aſhamed -* 
ard] though for the preſent you may lie under con A 
«| tempt, and be reproached as fatious 'perſonyg* 
m#F| , avd they may flatter it out, and have prteferments |! 
y it] fromthe world, yet in tine” to come, #he Lord: 
(inf will appear to your joy,'and #herr (han. And Get 1 
ef] rainly,Bretfiren, the time is # coming, abd not. + 
: tO] faroff, when the Lord will appeat for his Wor?! 
m, | ſhip, & for'his Ordinances iti the purity of them;”? 
-0.:| and when he Will caſt ſhame and contempr: upon” ' 
h19 | all falſeworſhipand worſhippers, - Ler me flag”? 
ed | up this;with a ftory concerning 2 Chriſtian Sf 
to diet, who being in the Heathen Army,ind ithe- - 
If] ing a day Ivhiereon the He2then Sculdiers did T_ 
wayes uſeto wear 2 Vail pon their haade, i 
honaur to ſome Idol god ; the Chriftian Souldien 
er in ſtead of: wearing bis Vail on / his* bvad\Me 
if carried it in bis band : whereupon» »bis f 
5 3 mo: did begin'to __ ers 2nd a'gr 

Logon preſer £30 TREATY 


ry 2» . 
- ; I& : 


de-bafc MT ers co anſwer for 
ad his anfver was, / ew 4 Chriſtian, [' | 
"onforw tothem 1n their ſuperſtitions obſer vation of 
fajes. At which they were exceedingly enraged,” 
and ſo, that not only be,but other Chriſtiane were | 6 
© like to ſuffer by bis means : ſo chat many other | Fg 
| Chriſtiens were hugely offended with this Chr; T 
fer, that be would ttand upon ſuch a ſmall thing, Þ V 
E Now, Teriullia» commends him, as being one 
F that was holier than any of the reft; who for fear {| bs 
of. Perſecution would comply and yeeld to their | 'e) 
_fupertitious obſervations. And though the-o« { 4: 
"ther Chriſtians ſaid, #here are we | forkudden] to. | &\ 
wear a Vail on or beads ? He anſwered, Bat where 
| arewe [commanded] to ds any ſuch thing ? So,ſome }- 2 
© indeed may comply, and yeeld to 1tuperſtitioug 'Þ b: 
; obſervations z. yer thoſe that are of a true Chri- Y 
I” flies Spiric will not comply, whatever perſecu- | ds 
tions or ſufferings may fall upoo them for it, Ag | x] 
Moth fore-quoted place, I King. 19.8: / bave | de: 
© left me ſeven thouſand in Iſratl, that bave not (no, | bo, 
nor never will, come what will) bowed the knee ta | « 
£ Bual, nar kiſſed bim with thesr lips. But BOW, glo 
- -.2, The other part of the ObjeAion reſpes 
our beraking of our ſelves to the more Private- | rex 
LMeerings of Gods People; and it is this: There 
e Laws made 2gaink them, and we ſhall run 
= cit Telves into danger if we be taken in theſe 
A Conventicles, To this I anſwer : | 
£3. If you. will be. afra;d of danger, then never. Þ$gf- 


. | | - d = . - of 
of performing duty < if you Will Ril be afraid, 
Let as Oh." **; ER”. 4:42 ds 
berg \ > —_ - 


of} 08+ 
- +58 —_ 
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Fa "COLT be © 1 
| $- , you will be U ro keep ourT 
wch as you can out 6n't,, what-ever” duty 
neglect for- it : if you will be afraid of "dar bs | 

little hope then thac you will ever either Ts | 
re | begoodatall; ſeeing that if avy man [will 7% 
er | godly in Chriſt Feſws, "be [ ww?) ſuffer perſecutit : 
i=]. The fearful did never yer ſetup any I "OO 
e, % Victory, 
e. | © 2. Had the Saints in former Ages and Tim | 
it | been afraid of danger,they had never left us ſachs. 
ic | examples as they bave done, They would do the Z 
ds. | '4zty, and truſt God with their ſafety, let ma - 
ts. | ever wotld come on them, 
re 3, Lerme tell you, *tis a very ſhawefal an 
16 1-2 Very /7 ſinful thing, ro ſhun ſervices and Labs 
is | becauſe we would avoil ſufferings and denger 
1= | You muſt have a care you Jon'r ſuffer a5" Toes 
1- {| doers, bur never fear ſuffering as well-doers, © Ii 
\s x Per, 4+ I5,16, Bat let none of ok ſuffer ai a1 
ve | derer,or 444 thief, or 4s an evil-dorr; or 4a 1 
D, | dGody in other mens matters ; yi, if any man '\ ſuſfe 
ta | & aChriſtian let him not be aſhamed, but let 4 
glorifie God in this behalf. 
ts And thus I have done with the ſecond Infe-” 
f- | rence. Again —— 
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'C 3. It doth inform us what to think” of nat L | 
8 | Couventicler, of theſes meetings together of G vs: S | 
e People. You ſhould think of them as thing gs £. 


| conſequence a$ things of conce 
Et of ſos! and. dlvatior- concerrument 
3 Wgbt- ang. ite bown ? 


344 tat 
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Now there are fix os ſeven things thaw way 

It T would lay before you. __ 
© x2 Look on them in God's Ditt:onary, and find? 
Bow you reade them there : There they are call'd 
The Communion of Saints; the Paradiſe of the 
'E arth; the Harbingers of Heaven; the Firſt= |]. 
fraits of Canaan the Earneſt of Eternal Foy, and 'Þ 
"this is'all. | HT 8, 
> 2+ Look upon them as the only Worſhip that [- / 
EQod bad in the pure and primitive times, in the |. a 
SDdeginnipg of the Goſpel-dayes,when no place in | "« 
p1Dblick was admitted them, or allowed to them. 4*c 
3. Look on Conventicles as all the means of Ae 
comfort that you your ſelves are like to have in Þ © 
Eximes of perſecution and fiery tryal. When Mi-_| w 
Exiſters ate driven into corners, follow them into '|* (I 
Thoſe 89r»evs, 
= *4. Look upon them as the great Hammer, to 
break aud beat down Antichritt's Kingdom, 
5. Look upon them as Evidences of your 
EGrace, of the truth of your Grace, and of the 
Efrength of your Grace, that you are neither 4- 
Efrad to confeſs Chriſt, nor yet aſhamed to con- 
eſs him. | 
= 56. Look upon them as a great belp of your 
PFaith, to encreaſe it, to. firengthen it ;to get and 
> procure joy avd comfort, 


©*7, Look on them, as things very highly plea-4 
Gas upto God: as you may ſee in the Texty 
T” ord rkened and beard » CVen as al 
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s ſome: curious Muſick, he. 
| F- Yue Tot” 5 Si}. 


* 7. Lp farw X mo J 
fared LS) 


4. God! Bur 


*1* (Beloved, this is very neceſſary.) And= > 


jp " S—. %y y > l P 
As. - _ : AY - " II 


& with all intention to che ſame. =O 
"bear Shy youce ; for thy voice ts ſweet, . Canr.2, 


*ris ſpoken of the Church in her Meetings. Whe } 
they came together, O how delightful 1t mas ts! 
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Secondly, The next Uſe (hall be of Lament es 
I” 8:0n. Is ir thus, that there ought to be:ſuch . 4 
- Meetings, and for ſuch ends 2s you have k 
among which (I told you)this was one,Tok | 
and affitt owr ſouls? then let us put it into e _ 
4 *cution this day, Give me leave to ſtrike ring 
"Ao the head, yea, to the heart, that it may be ac 
of great lamentation, 2nd of great mourmng "that 
| We may every one por out our ſouls befort theLor, 4 


Firſt, Begin with yowr own ſouls, ſearch the 
to the very bottom ; labour to find out your 'þ 
and endeavour to bring your hearts to a Eos 
row and repentance for them, ſuch « one as'may. 
wnto life,” O that as your fins have been as<e/# 
over your heads, ſo now they may break'down it 
to yout hearts by a ſhower of godly ſorrow! 
ſider ſeriouſly how highly and heavily Gedig'p | 
voked againſt you. Methinks that very one thingy 1 
Fhet Grd ie become our Enemy, bides his fact fr | 
ws, ſtops bis cars againſt 9, and Learns bi back abs | 
ww, Were enough to kill ary gracions _ nd | 
to firike bim dead at his ſoul... - | Fo 

ay but upon what your a 


$IÞ0 open. hari it 9947 þ 


:, NS WV rc, 
: DF w things thereof onld þ bu, 
x gow ""—— 
; What it hes provoked God to Na vit.. Y 
rid you of your choiceſt mercies, your precious: 
pportunities, to ſtzip you ſtark paked of all your 
diious priviledges ; except nol and then a bit 
i a-corner, we can elſe get no pure bread, but a I 
in ſtead of bread, and a Viper wn ſtead of Fiſh. 
6 eh My tears are my meat and drink _day 
Wl gh ) while they continxally fay unto me, Where Pl 
thy God? Pal.42. 3, Theloſsof God's pie 
ce, may well humble us, and cauſe us to water 
wr conch #1th our tears, And then, , 
. CS viber thivg that may make us humble is 
- God has ſpit in our faces. O this ſhould \]' 
þ:t0! our hearts. If a Father ſpit in his Daughters 
;&for her Adultery apd' Uncleanneſs, will ſhe 
aſbamed? yea, and grieve too} Now, 
ht od ſpir in his Peoples face, and we not 
med, atd grieved > Why, 'tis 8 {0 that 
d bas ſpit inf'our faces, . For, 
x. God has (in a large degree) given us over 
» the power and luſt of our enemjes. There is 
| be 4 greater cut to God's People, than to be in 
heir enemies hand, or in their enemies Land. 
o =: 5 2 i his per y over into the enemues band, 
e they had provoked him, Pal. 78. 58, 61, 
iy, the Philiſlines have gotten us into 
"i os, and whether they will pu one Our; 
W430 Y loves we CAn00p tell, Rea KS 
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"UT enemies, fo that they ſcorn and © 


- Fhec cauſe we have finned againſt the Lord. "= 


complaint 'was of S:meom and, Levi, — You t 
made me to ftink among the inhabitants of the 
© Gen. 34-30, Truly,ſo have our fins made ws to þ 
Lin the noſtrils of all eur enemies round 24 
This it b4s provoked God to do. But non. 
Secondly, * Conſider what your fins way | 
voke God to do, If ſo be you don't lament, x 
{ turo, reſorm, you will provoke God to-progee 
FF yer further againſt you, Brethren, there aref 
things, rods laid in drive for you, if you don't iy 
your ſouls 1 in brine : There are Fines, Priſons; 
carrying of you; into firange Lands,Gc. ln 
26. ver. 27 to 33. there God tells them plaix 
becauſethey would not be inſtructed nor rg 
ed by thoſe pum:ſhevents that be had brought ut 
them, therefore: he would ſend them intro th 
enemies. Land ;- he would make 1he- Nerſadlo 
caſt them our; ſothat they (ſhould have not 
ſavRuary in that place. Again, Th 
Thudly. Let metell you (by way of comfe 
if you will repent, lamept, reform, and bw [I 
there is hope in Iſrael concerning this thing : & 
there i mercy with God, that be wght be Tom 
With God there is pity, pardon, peace ;8nd Gi 
| i8 ready to beſtow ity yea, more _ mt «4 
8 3417 ve it, But—— EE A; 
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. wr then that 7-7 hy *s, and mourn for 
wourn not for themſclues. 
And know,there are (1.) the fins of the Priefls, 
(2) the fins of the People, Nowtake either 
4* @ > — p 
"1 $|; The ſing of the Prieſts. Fer.23.15, For | ©: 
babe [Prieſts] prophaneneſs is gone out-intothe | ® 
and. Truly, ſo we may ſay ; God's Houſe that 
Wa Houſe of Prayer, us | now | become a Den of | ; 
eve and Robbers, | The Wine of the Sarftuary®| 1 
bow become the YVewors of the SanRuary.* + 
a id I might divide chem over again, into the D 
tbers of the Church, and the Sowt,of the Church;*)" 
Cth y call themſelves:) they have their great + c 
Stievous fins of both ſorts : 4 
Firs The Fathers: Look upon ther -Pride- *) 
WPrelacy, theit ſerting up of wl-worſbip, their”| | 
Wing 3: over Chriſt's people, their prrſecuting of 
bs People: for Conſcience-[ake,&c. And, 
Secondly. The Sons of the Church ; their Ape- 
wy and Atheiſm. - EXES5c4 
&; Their Apoſtacy. © Divers that were dwong 
vers their compliance with them char hate the {: 
dd; and putting Rumbling-blocks before the Þ 
a5: and their borrible ſbſcreption, -whereby- 
Yo interpretatively deny the- Faith -ir Telfz | © 
ir Acheiſes : their baſe Ignorance, their | - 
Coverouſnels, their layihÞ 


| prot he 7 " | 
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he EE - <A att x 3 a, | 
be hj ri 1 and ſa 'y to h#; —— 
edn rp wer O the (ins of the Clergit i 
[ grear and grievous ! And then, ff | 
Secondly,. For the People. ( And 'tis very like; 
Prieſts be bad, the people will be worſe ; and'it. thi 
of the Church will be the ſons of Belial, thepeople wil 
apt to Jearn any wickedneſs that they ſhall reach 
{ erthet by their principles, or by their praffices.); 
Blaſphemy, the hated of Holineſs, Sweating, © 
diinking of Healths, yea, even in their own bloody? 
'} many drinking Healrhs to che Devil himſelf! Wera 
in A#, 14-11. that the people there cryed out condel 
ing Paul and Barnabas, that the Gods were come 
fom heaven to them in the libeneſs of men: but tt 
were now in England, they would ſurely ſay thats 
Devils were come up into the Land among we. RE 
4 Let us therefore (my Brerhren)) now do. our dutie 
carry our ſelves as friends to them, chougs they 6h 
| themſelves as enemres tows. Ler us be rhe Dorm 
| Noab's, the David's, the Feremiab's,'the Paul's, w 
eyes were Rivers of waters, and did run down mig 
day, becauſe men did break rhe Law of God. 'T hawi 
you often, and now tell you weeping, that they art ene: 
40.the Croſs of Chriſt ;, whoſe end is af Aion, wh 
| God is their belly,” and whoſe glory is aheir ſlim 
mind earthly things, O lect us-pray fot their ſouls? 
conviction and converſion. Brethren, though yam 
been praying long already, and ſeebur hrdleardl 
4. of .your prayers, , yet follow ir on fall, ye 
know bur chart the heatrs of your-enemies may 
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trrunto you : O pray that*they may bexeforaiy 
y- that rhey may return, and mie ſer up 1 ins 
4 | Chrift, whom they. have derbroned.. .. 8 


.b(you fee) can't prevail for them, the 
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